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Chapter ~ - Section 3 - D 

tnat ever settlea in ~oe county Abo ut th e rirst doctor 

was B Dr . Tacy woo lived near Cr eenbank. 
There is no one 

Ii ving who remembe rs nirp . H. 15 said to have Deen a French-. man and t hat he Wti S at one time a surgeon in Napoleon t s army. 
Be carne here , in tn. 1830 ' s about tne 'title the Staunton and 
Farkersburg Turnpi ke was bUil t by the l·'rencn eng ineer Crozet . 

There is no record or him in the clerk's orl'ice. 
The story 

is told or this do c tor that he sa id the most intricate plece 

ot surgery he had eve. performed was at the command or Emp-
eror Ha pol eon . 

A soldier had go tten shot in the Stomach 
"'ith 8 heavy oall. 

He knew something drastic he' to be done 

and that qU iCkly, so hecaHed ror a stleep. He took OUt t ile 

man ' 5 s tomacb and put in t he sbeep 's stomach . In a 1'ew weets 

the soldier was well and Dack in tne army . The paUent Uvea 

t o be a good old age, but eV e r art • • he nad an abnormal crav_ 

iDg for grass and green thing s in general . 

The l'irs< Braduate in msdi c ine to loca te in Pocahontas 

County was Dr. Geo. B , ),ort'ett 1'Itlo practiced in HuntersvUle, 

in 1843 , then the COunty sea t, six miles east 01' ),.arlinton . 

Then carn e Dr , Eatt l'lallaco about l8~8 at lJill Point ; Dr . 

JOhn Li gon at Clover Lick, and ~r . S . P . Patterson at Hunters_ 

ville just a bout tne clOse of· the Civil ',';ar,' D J P )' 
r . • • .~oomau 

at Gr eenban" abou t 1870; !Jr . c . p , Bryen , HillsDoro lb'/U; Dr. 

rl1 chard 'ill iams, :!dray , IS'/6 ; Jr • • 'a"es h . LaRUe , Hillsboro , 
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l S? S; 1 Greenban k, 1882 ; Jr . C. L. nuat D, Dr . J. B . Loc kr idg e , 

J':innehaha '"'pr i ngs , l b85 j 1.lcClintio , Hil l sboro , 18S8 ; .Jr. } ... . T . 

J r . ,,1\' . T . Cameron , Li nwood, 1889 ; T 1.1 . Cunni ngham , t,.a rilr . 0) . 

linto n, 1891 ; JJl' . J . ~ f . 

Little, Gr eenbank , 1894 ; 

Pri c e , Ls r1i Dton , 1 891 ; Dr . L . L. 

Dr . Ha rry L . Bear d , 111111 pol nt , 1894 ; 

:Jr . John 11: . Barnett, Frost, 189 4; Dr . Pa g e D. Ba rlow , Edra y, 

189? ; .:::>r . \1' . H. llcNeel, Hi l lsbo ro, 1898; Dr . L . Hunter AJoo

mau , Gr eenban k , 18~9 ; Dr . John lJ . Yeager, J .. arlin t on, 1 901; 

.iJr . Su san A. Price , Marlin t on , 1903 ; Dr . Nor man R. Pr i c e, 

l':a rli nton , l03; (J . II ., ..ius6.n h . aDd !lor man R . Price , a ll 

of the same family) ; Dr . Edga r ~·I . GUilfo rd , Marlinton, 1 904; 

Dr. Geo . F. Hull, Dur bin , 1906 ; Dr . k . O. h oward, L~rlin tonJ 

19tJ?-; Dr . 1~ . E.--Btt-rne'I' , Durbin , 1908 ; Dr . U. H. Hannah, Cess, 

1909 ; ur. J . W. R. S131t h , Hillsboro , 1 90 9; Dr. Harry C. Solte r, 

I';ar1i nton , 1914 ; Dr. \',M. C. McCord , Ma rl in t on , 1914; Dr. 

L. C. JoJcCut cheon, Gr e enbank , 1925 ; Dr . J . M. Cofe r, Slaty 

Fork , 1921; Dr . Ke nne t h J . Ham '10k, l,iarlin t on , 1933 . 

These men ha ve e l l be en g r a dua tes of a cored1 ted med :"" 

ical schOOls and hi gh cla s s men . 

In tu r the r refer ence to t he phYSiC1a ns of th e 
before the COIJling o f tb.e COunty, 

al l oPhot bic doctors 
\'.'e hael qUi te a 

nU!abel' ot herb doctors , or as 
"arb" , 

wbo had qUite e reputetl0 

a nd even Ql'ter , 

tbey called it 

end a great deal of i t 
emu s ing . 

n , some gOod and some bad 

Pocahontas Ti 
me s 1931 

, 
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of 1812 there Soon e1'ter the war t o Qur coun t y Ctlme 

d eccentric t interesting an or the mas t 
one onythilJg a bou • older people remember our 

bUties that person 

a SaunIJrs. DiaD 

ders , late at Rocky Poin t on Dry Branch at' Swago. Her 08 bin 

home was built near the bead springs of h almost Dry Brene 1 

the Rooky POint in speaking distance of schoolhouse , and 
just belo'N. 

. Ie left their impress upon But few peop 
the wr1 ter I s 

Inore v ivid ly than 1J.rs . Diana Saunders . 
memory t uld . 

Dature ' s choices mo 
h had been formed in 

pel'sonality, s e ,hllen Poe ' s 
been th e peer of Edga r 

Bnd in her youth mU st have 

to ber 

_____ "~r~8!e and radiant maiden 

the t 
1 t Id by hi s lamented-Wother 

The writer was rrequent Y 0 

\Vhen he W5s an inrent about Six weeks o ld he bad tbe 

WhOOPing cough so seVerely tbat be Wes g iven up to die . 

As a last resort Granny Saunders was sent f'Or in beste, and ,. 

when she erri ved the beby wes to all apPearenoes cold and 
dead . 

The doctress ol' dered a tub of' hot Water, ploutad 

the ba by In, soa ked him a while and, ge ve h im a gOOd rUb bing . 

She then celled for e razor and a goose qUill , soarified the 

little body betneen the ShOUlders , inserted t he qUill and 

a Ve him e bl o"ing up until the inf'ant began to blow f'or himse lf • 

Be Ceme to end recovered and has bean blo
W

1ng 
sevent y yeer s on his Own hook . 

It ', ould be hard to exa~ger6te the usafu l serv1a •• 
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Saunders , for a half century or more, 
performed by Lrs. 

r;hen there I'.'f.!S no 
r t han ~: 6rL1 oJ 

resi dent physician Deere 
Springs or ~e~isb~rg. 

For years a n year d S her time VllI S 

Virtually spent in t he homes 01' the SUt't'ering . 

nigh ts, 519011en. ra ging mo untain streams 

II'ere braved by this woman to be wi tb the 

Stormy 

and torrents 

dis tress . s ick i n tbei r 

:7hile 1 t is true that lDost o t' her services were 

render ed i n s cene s OVer which tIle t h ickest veil ot' pr ivacy 

should eVer be drawn , yet she never lost her self POsession . 

The patient migh t beto all appear ances in extremes , with 

less tha lJ a step b~t"een her and d eath i n t lJe throes of 

ma ter.nity, all about her convUl sed....witll griet' and .pprehen_ 

SiolJ e xcept Granny Saunders . Sha Would dip her p ipe in to tbe 

ashes, ejaculate pray;;rs elong wi tt tba purrs ot' s mOke, and 

s it dorm by the patient, "Bold on old girl, We can't spere 

yoy yet ; Pi ck your rlint and tr y i t aga in . 

praYing t'or you and t Ile gOod Lord ..;J. mi ghty neVer goes bao&: 
I haVe been 

on his Wo rd.'" 

Persons st111 l iVi ng r emembe,' the reply she once 

made to t he s e lutation , " 1'leU , Grann y, how are YOU tOda y?" 

" POorly enough to teU you the truth . 0 dea r, I aw J 
Just here and tha t's all. 

r ha ve pains in my race , pains 
in my ears , pains in tbe top ot' my head , e t tbe beck of Wy 

neck , bet\l'eeo my ShOUlders , in my arms , in b 

my reast , in 
my bOdy, in my knees , in my ankl es , in botb my bi g toes ." 
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Then pausi ng a momen t as 1£ trying to thin place s k or more 

fo r pe ins, sbe would s berare raise her eye d dehea ven an 

excl a i m, "But 'pr a i se vDutely d bless tbe Lor J Hi 5 Holy Name , 

I have A gOod appeti te." 

One or the 

late David Hannah , 

pioneer citizens 

or the Old Field 

ty was the of our COW1 

Branch or Elk. He was 
the son of ~a vid Hannah , Sen ior, who of t was the progenitor 
t he P.annab fa m,,"ly, OD e of the 0 a e I - st in Po ca hon tas. David 

was a na t i ve of Ireland. 
Hannah , Senior, and settled 

i "ugu sts County, "
,,",0 was reared n.n. 

t he mouth of 

He married a 

at 
I,~iss Gibs on, IVa 

- the Revoluti onary , r. 
' Locust Creek soon at"ter 

--- o~ medicine of the bot-
t,' cal kno wledg e • 

He ~osessed so me pree 

an l~1. School, and a i d a good deal or practice 
times . in frontier 

Be was probably the first person that eVer prac-
ti ced pbysics in l ower Po cahon t as . 

John McNeil married Rebecca McNeil from Franklin 

County, Virg inia And settled on Dry Creek at the place nOlr 

oCCupied by his gr andson, Charles Mcl/eil. 

in -his chUrch, the Method ist Episcopal; a membe r ot the COurt; 

a faithfUl, competent School teacher, and Posessed knOlrledge 

He Was prominent 

or Of medical r emedies and at e ti me When PhYSicians Wel'e 

no Dearer than Frankford or I;'~rm Springs. His services 

f r eely Siven Were or s reet Comfort and r lier t 
ing brfore r egular a ttention could be had. 0 the Sutter_ 
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Thomas 
h Brsdshaw, r the pioneer Jo n Br edshew, son 0 three 

Browns Cre e k, settled on 
married Nanoy IVill i ams and 

mi l e s trom HuntersVi lle. 

ther :i111 i sm, and moved to 
Be exchanged with his brorarms 

AJi l lpoint. the Bra dshaw place near 

School, and 
Re Was a bo tanical physician 

- t Coun ty 1' 01' his practice. 

of the Thompsonisn 

hed all or Pocahon e s 1 d along wi th hot 
mein remedies amp aye , 

e
nd "No.6" Wer e tile t 

Lobelia 

baths and bleeding. 

ersv111e in 1862. advan ced age a t Hun _ He died e t an 

"illi em Moore We s the Youngest son or Moses Moore. 
He spent most or his ire on Knapps Cr eek . 

"AUnt Teenie" , as shewas so ramiliarly ca lled by t he neI gh bors 
Bi s wi t'e, old -"!-' ... 

was one or the mos t belprUl and benevolen t per sons in seasona 
ot Sicknes s Or bereavement. 

"''', " '" "''''', ,," """'" """" '''' " ,,"' "" '" 
" ,>, n", ,. '"'''' """" ., .. "'" '" ""'" """" • nei ghbor' s brow, Or When tbe death 1 h 

.nge wa s eard knOCkIng 

She spar ed no pa i n s , day or 

.t the door or someone.s house. 

Hi s tor y or Po cahan ta s C 
r. i7m• T. Pr ice 

D 

0unty, by 


